Date: January 29, 2008

Subject: Proposed Revisions to the Japanese Major

From: Jay Hobgood

Subcommittee B initially considered the proposal for the revisions to the Japanese major at its meeting on October 11, 2007.  The proposal was returned to the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures (EALL) with requests for clarification and changes.  A modified proposal was discussed by Subcommittee B at its meeting on November 15, 2007.  After a thorough discussion the subcommittee felt that there were still issues that require clarification and requested further information from the Department of EALL.  The response from the Department of EALL successfully addressed the outstanding issues and the subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the revisions at its meeting on January 25, 2008.  The proposal is being moved to the CCI for its consideration.

The principal revisions proposed are:

1.  Add Japanese 681 (History of the Japanese Language) to the options that fulfill 

     Category B: Literature and Linguistics.  This course is a companion course to

     Japanese 680 (Introduction to Japanese Linguistics) which is already an option for

     Category B.

2.  Remove Japanese 514 (Advanced Japanese Conversation) from the options that 

     fulfill Category C: Language, Culture and Linguistics.  This course has not been

     offered in more than 15 years.

3.  Add Japanese 515 (Japanese Language: Structure, Culture and Communication I) to

     the options that fulfill Category C: Language,, Literature and Linguistics.  This 

     course provides a comprehensive synthesis of the lexical, structural and cultural facets

    of communication in Japanese.

4.  Add Japanese 516 (Japanese Language, Structure, Culture and Communication II) to

     the options that fulfill Category C: Language, Literature and Linguistics.  This course 
     is a companion course to Japanese 515.  Together Japanese 515 and 516 covers all the

     grammar and relevant cultural commentary covered in 12 courses from Japanese 101

     to Japanese 612.

5.  Add EALL 683 (Scripts of East Asia) to the options that fulfill Category D: Arts

     Culture, History and Thought.  EALL 683 is an interdisciplinary course dealing with 

     the history, use and impact of the use of Chinese characters in China, Korea, Japan 

     Vietnam.  It regular attracts students from a variety of majors.

6.  Add Japanese 515 (Japanese Language, Structure, Culture and Communication I) to

     the list of options for Category D: Arts, Culture, History and Thought.

7.  Add Japanese 516 (Japanese Language, Structure, Culture and Communication II) to

     the list of options for Category D: Arts, Culture, History and Thought.

8.  Drop Anthropology 421.01, Anthropology 675 and Sociology 501 from the options

     listed under Suggested Electives.  These course are no longer in the Course Bulletin.

9.  Add EALL 357 (East Asian Folklore) and History of Art 582 (Arts of Japan) to the 

     options under Suggested Electives.

Note:  the proposed revisions provide additional options for students but they do not change the number of hours required for the major.

The principal foci for discussion were:

1.  The addition of Japanese 515 and 516 as options to fulfill Category C and 

     Category D.
2.  The importance of advising students that a course could only satisfy a single

     Category even if it appears as an option in multiple categories.

3.  Numerous formatting and other minor issues.

